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Volunteers of the Year Honoured in Year of the Volunteer 


by Glenn Barrett 

Continuing the tradition begun last 
year, the Board decided this year to 
honour two extraordinary Club mem¬ 
bers at the October annual general 
meeting and Member’s Night. These 
are members whose actions as volun¬ 
teers exemplify the level of volun- 
teerism that enables our Club to carry 
on as many activities as we do. 

This year’s “Volunteers of the 
Year” are Barb McKean and Doug 
McCallum. They will have their names 
added to an Honour Roll which can 
inspire all of us to assist with some 
aspect of the many activities that make 
up the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

2001 is the Year of the Volunteer 
and the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club ben¬ 
efits from the efforts of all of our many 
volunteers. 

Barb McKean is a long-time mem¬ 
ber and well-known local outdoor edu¬ 
cator. Barb joined the HNC in 1977 on 
the advice ot Bruce Duncan, a col¬ 
league when they both worked for the 
Grand River Conservation Authority. 
Since that time she has been a part of 
many different Club activities. 


The HNC has had various junior 
and teen clubs going all the way back 
to the 1920s, but the current lunior 
Naturalists’ Club was founded in 1986 
in partnership with the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. 

Since 1986, Barb has been the RBG 
co-ordinator for the Junior Naturalists’ 
Club on top of her other RBG respon¬ 
sibilities, with many volunteer hours 
being put in to ensure that Junior Natu¬ 
ralist events run smoothly. Both RBG 
and the HNC realize the importance of 
exposing today’s youngsters and youth 
to the wonders of nature. Incoming 
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HNC President, Brian McHattie, can 
recall having his own eyes opened up 
to the world of nature on a hike that 
was led by Barb in 1987. 

Barb has volunteered her time on 
a number of other Club activities in¬ 
cluding NatureFest and the Nature 
Walkathon, and has always been an 
important liaison between the RBG and 
HNC on Club projects, ideas and ini¬ 
tiatives, helping maintain the special 
relationship our two organizations 
share. 

The other recipient this year was 
past HNC president, Doug McCallum. 
With the help of John Struger’s re¬ 
search (another past president), we 
have been able to determine that Doug 
has a family connection to the HNC 
dating back to the 1920s and '30s with 
an Aunt (Ruby Mills) that got Doug 
interested in birding and who was the 
first Secretary of the Hamilton Bird 
Preservation Society, the predecessor 
to the HNC. Doug was a member of 
the Junior Audubon Society, a group 
established and run by the Bird Pres¬ 
ervation Society. 

Doug joined the Board of Direc- 
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tors of the Club in the 1950s, during the 
time period that the Club changed from 
the Hamilton Nature Club to the Ham¬ 
ilton Naturalists’ Club. 

Past president Bob Elstone de¬ 
scribed Doug and what he brought to 
the Board during those turbulent times, 
as someone who was “very stable, 
faithful, dependable and a stalwart 
member...someone you could count 
on”. 

Doug re-joined the Board in 1988 
as Vice-President. During his next six 
years on the Board, the HNC became 
much more active on a number of 
fronts, establishing a trend that contin- 


RBG Programs 

200 Years in Paradise, Sun¬ 
day, November 4 1:30 p.m. at the 
Nature Centre. A slide talk and hike 
with Brian Henley. RBG members: 
$6; Public: $7 

Nature’s Nursery, Wednes¬ 
days, November 7 to December 5, 
at the Nature Centre. A nature pro¬ 
gram for 3- to 5-year old tots and 
their caregiver. RBG family mem¬ 
bers: $39; Public: $45 

Holiday Family Crafts, Sun¬ 
day, November 25, 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the Nature Centre. Look at plants 
and holiday traditions on a hike, then 
try a nature crafts workshop for the 
whole family. RBG family mem¬ 
bers: $5 pp (max $18/family); Pub¬ 
lic: $7 pp (max. $24/family) 

Preregistration is essential. For 
registration or other information call 
905 527 1158 x270, or check RBG’s 
website at www.rbg.ca/programs. 


ues to the present time. 

Doug provided the leadership for 
the 75th anniversary fund-raising din¬ 
ner in 1989, and the initiation of the 
Nature Walkathon for the Environment 
in 1991. He also guided the launch of 
the quarter million dollar Natural Ar¬ 
eas Inventory project. 

Naturefest was initiated in this pe¬ 
riod by Barb McKean at the RBG and 
the HNC joined in as a co-sponsor. 

This was also when the Club be¬ 
came very active in the Hamilton 
Harbour Remedial Action Plan, suc¬ 
cessfully advocating for its strong fo¬ 
cus on improving the habitat of fish 
and wildlife in Cootes Paradise and 
other parts of the harbour. 

John Struger believes Doug was 
really instrumental in helping to lay the 
groundwork at an organizational level 
which allowed the HNC to enter a 
new age of activity which continues 
stronger than ever today. 

“Doug encouraged all Directors to 
start thinking about their portfolios and 
how we could make better business 
decisions with respect to environmen¬ 
tal activities that the Club was and 
should be involved in.” 

In the years since, Doug has con¬ 
tinued to make himself and his legal 
expertise available to the Club. He has 
also volunteered his time to be a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Directors of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 

Another group of exceptionally 
dedicated Club volunteers are the Di¬ 
rectors on the Board. I would like to 
welcome the new Directors to the 
HNC Board and thank the exiting Di¬ 


rectors from the Board for the time 
and effort they have spent on Club 
activities over the last few years. 

It has been my pleasure to have 
been on the Board with Pierre Arnold, 
Margaret McFadyen, Frank Morley, 
Roslynne Price, Alf Senior, and 
Heather Wilson. 

I hope that all of you will find new 
challenges within the Club to volunteer 
your energy towards. Thank you all.PH 

Thanks from Barb 

by Barb McKean 

Though I belonged to the Club 
when I was a university student, my 
membership lapsed when I headed off 
to Bruce County to work for MNR (of 
course, I made sure I joined the 
Saugeen Field Naturalists soon after!). 

When 1 came to RBG a few years 
later, one of the first things I did was to 
find out when the next Club meeting 
was to be held. 

I’m a great believer in the idea 
that you get out of something what you 
put into it, and my work with the HNC 
has been returned ten-fold. The Club 
has been a source of much learning 
and information sharing, enthusiastic 
volunteer support, and, most of all, great 
friendships with a group of truly won¬ 
derful people who are committed to 
making our community, and the world, 
a better place. 

I’m so honoured to have been cho¬ 
sen to receive a Volunteer of the Year 
Award, and I’d like to thank the Club, 
especially those members with whom 
I’ve worked and who have contributed 
so much to the success of projects 
I’ve worked on over the years. 
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Meet your new Club President, Brian McHattie! 


by Jocelyn Neysmith 

Many of those who know Brian 
McHattie have heard the story of his 
“environmental awakening”. Having 
been a typical surburbanite for most of 
his life, Brian experienced an epiphany 
while participating on a 10-day whale¬ 
watching trip in the Gulf of St. Law¬ 
rence. 

The trip was organized by Science 
North, and participants stayed in Longue 
Pointe de Mingan while they volun¬ 
teered for the Mingan Islands Cetacean 
Study. Each day, they went out in 
zodiacs to look for whales. The focus 
of the project was photo-identification 
of the whales, in order to determine 
their population sizes. 

While there, Brian saw seven spe¬ 
cies of cetaceans, including blue whales 
diving under his boat a mere 20 feet 
away! He also saw Puffins, Arctic 
Terns and even a Manx Shearwater, 
which he was told was quite a sighting, 
but didn’t know it at the time! 

Shortly after he returned to On¬ 
tario, Brian moved to Hamilton. He 
had learned from the people on the 
Mingan trip that natural history socie¬ 
ties were the place for those interested 
in nature. 

It was 1987, long before the Club 
had a telephone number and a website, 
and he couldn’t find the HNC! He did 
find the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
though, and was told to speak to Shirley 
Clement, who worked in the Library. 
She told him all about the HNC and 
mentioned that “a young fellow named 
John Struger” was taking on lots of 
exciting work. 


Volunteer Corner 
This month we give members a 
chance to meet the President of the 
newly-elected HNC Board of Direc¬ 
tors, Brian McHattie. Once dubbed 
an “eco-warrior” in a feature arti¬ 
cle in Hamilton magazine, Brian has 
been actively involved in local envi¬ 
ronmental issues for many years. 



Brian was this year's winner of the 
Environmentalist of the Year Award 


At the first HNC meeting Brian 
attended, the speaker was discussing 
the peregrine falcon hack program in 
St. Catharines. Over a beer after the 


meeting, Brian chatted with Christine 
Bishop, Rob Dobos and John Struger, 
who soon had him interested in con¬ 
servation work. 

The first assignment Brian was 
given was to investigate a small hydro¬ 
electric project planned for Webster’s 
Falls. A local resident was concerned, 
and the HNC wrote a letter expressing 
alarm (the project never materialized). 

Brian was also involved in looking 
for potential hack sights in Hamilton 
for peregrines, but his next big project 
was attending Remedial Action Plan 
(RAP) meetings. There, he heard about 
phosphorus, nitrogen and habitat is¬ 
sues in the harbour. 

At first, he had no idea what the 
scientists were talking about, but over 
time, he learned the concepts and be¬ 
came the HNC representative on the 
RAP. 

As Brian says, “that’s really where 
I learned about environmental issues, 
by immersing myself. I learned what 
the HNC’s concerns were - the major 
focus at that time was on creating 
habitat for colonial waterbirds”. 

When the former Region of Ham- 
ilton-Wentworth established the Chair- 
man’s Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Issues, Brian was one 
of three environmentalists chosen to 
sit on the committee, along with Paul 
Muldoon and Rashne Baetz. The ex¬ 
perience taught him about committee 
work and tactics, skills he has called 
upon many times since. 

When they looked at the 1985 Of¬ 
ficial Plan, the recommendation was 
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that there should be an inventory done 
of natural areas. The HNC undertook 
a search of the existing material and 
found a decided lack of information. 
So in 1990 they planned the Natural 
Areas Inventory (NAI) project and pre¬ 
sented it to the Regional government. 

The Region agreed that it was a 
good project, so Brian worked with 
former HNC President and Hamilton 
Conservation Authority (HCA) ecolo¬ 
gist Bruce Duncan to find funding. The 
successful project produced the origi¬ 
nal NAI, and Brian has been once 
again involved with the current Na¬ 
ture Counts project building on that 
work. 

Former HNC President John 
Struger recalls that “Brian was just so 
enthusiastic about getting involved. It 
was exciting to meet someone so out¬ 
going and keen to immerse himself in 
conservation work. He believed in the 
Club’s ability to change things for the 
better.” 

John notes that the HNC has ex¬ 
perienced a regeneration during the 
last 13 or 14 years, during which a high 
level of activity and involvement has 
been maintained. “Brian has been a 
major part of these activities since day 
one. He has been a great ambassador 
for the HNC the whole time, on all 
kinds of issues” says John. 

In the fall of 1990, Brian enrolled 
in the Environmental Studies program 
at the University of Waterloo, eventu¬ 
ally graduating in 1993 with a B.E.S. 

Meanwhile, he got involved in Ham¬ 
ilton’s Task Force on Sustainable De¬ 
velopment, and eventually chaired the 
Natural Areas Task group on the 


HNC’s behalf. He also worked part- 
time at the HRCA, but after gradua¬ 
tion decided to spend the summer out 
west studying killer whales at OrcaLab 
on Hanson Island in Johnstone Strait, 
between Vancouver Island and the 
mainland. 

That fall, he began working for 
Environment Canada, providing advice 
on wildlife issues and reviewing habi¬ 
tat rehabilitation for the RAP programs 
in each of the Areas of Concern around 
the Great Lakes. 

Brian first served as Membership 
Director on the HNC Board in the late 
1980s. In 1991 he took over as Con¬ 
servation Director, a position which he 
held intermittently until 1998, when he 
began a Masters’ program at the Uni¬ 
versity of Guelph. 

Having completed an M.Sc. in Ru¬ 
ral Planning and Development which 
included a six-month stay in India, he 
returned td Hamilton and accepted the 
position of Vice-President on the HNC 
Board. 

One of his main goals as President 
is to build on the success of Naturally, 
Hamilton! and focus on changing Ham¬ 
ilton’s image. 

“We must pick up the torch that 
was thrown to us by Jerry Lawton, 
whose concept of Hamilton as the city 
of waterfalls is wonderful. Let’s build 
the image of the new City around that 
concept”, says Brian. Another goal of 
his is to reach beyond Hamilton. “Con¬ 
sidering that almost a third of our mem¬ 
bers are from Burlington, I want to be 
more active in natural areas issues 
there”, he states. 


Though the Club has always been 
a main focus for Brian, he has also 
volunteered for the Bay Area Resto¬ 
ration Council, Citizens for a Sustain¬ 
able Community and the Conserver 
Society, among others. He has also 
spent a number of years doing educa¬ 
tion and activist work on the plight of 
captive whales and dolphins for 
Zoocheck Canada, where he is now 
the Marine Mammal Program Direc¬ 
tor. 

Past President Glenn Barrett says 
that he doesn’t know anyone as dedi¬ 
cated to making Hamilton a greener 
community as Brian. 

“Even when he encounters road¬ 
blocks”, says Glenn “he never loses 
his focus, he always moves on to the 
next potential for community improve¬ 
ment.” 

Field Events Director Bill Lamond, 
who first met Brian in the late 1980s, 
echoes those thoughts. “Brian is a tire¬ 
less champion of the environment and 
he is the Club’s most eloquent advo¬ 
cate for preservation. Our Club is ex¬ 
tremely fortunate to have him as 
President.” 

As he always has, Brian encour¬ 
ages all Club members to get involved, 
because you never know where it will 
lead. 

The concerned Greensville resi¬ 
dent Brian met with on his first conser¬ 
vation assignment? He turned out to 
be the assistant coach of the Hamilton 
.Tiger Cats, who asked Brian to meet 
him at his office in Ivor Wynne Sta¬ 
dium! Not a bad perk for a volunteer 
who also happens to be a football fan!(pj 
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Dr. William Rees Speaking at a Conference in Hamilton 


by Don McLean 

The attacks on the World Trade 
Centre and other U.S. targets have led 
many of us to think a lot more about 
our place in the world, and the dra¬ 
matic differences between life in North 
America and in other less fortunate 
parts of the world. The launching of 
war in early October against Afghani¬ 
stan, one of the poorest countries on 
the planet, has accentuated these re¬ 
flections. 

In between those two events, my 
wife Betty and I had the opportunity to 
hear Bill Rees, one of Canada’s most 
dynamic environmental speakers. The 
occasion was a workshop in Alton put 
on by the Caledon Countryside Alli¬ 
ance. As I said to one of the organiz¬ 
ers, it was ‘worth the drive to Alton’. 
The good news is that Bill Rees is 
giving.a public lecture in Hamilton later 
this month, so you can hear him too. 

Rees is Director of the School of 
Community and Regional Planning at 
the University of British Columbia, but 
he is best known as the father of eco¬ 
logical footprint analysis. This is rap¬ 
idly becoming the accepted method of 
summarizing human impacts on the 
planet, and comparing the load placed 
on our lands and waters by different 
countries, cities, neighbourhoods and 
individuals. 

The footprint measures how much 
land and water surface are actually 
required to sustain a given population 
indefinitely into the future. It accounts 
for both consumption of resources, and 
nature’s capability to assimilate our 
waste products. The easiest way to 


understand this approach is to imagine 
Hamilton as a space colony existing 
under a huge glass dome. How big 
would the dome have to be to include 
all the things necessary to allow us to 
carry on as we are accustomed? How 
much land, not just for buildings and 
roads, but also for food production, 
forest products, and assimilation of the 
excess carbon dioxide and other pol¬ 
lutants we produce? 

This method of calculation allows 
for easy comparison between cities, 
and the components of the footprint 
show exactly what parts of their activ¬ 
ity and lifestyle are imposing the larg¬ 
est demands on the planet. Making 


print. In this way, individuals and larger 
population units can measure progress 
toward or away from sustainability. 

Footprint analysis also allows us to 
compare the effects of our lifestyle on 
the planet to the lifestyles of the 
Afghanis. It’s not a pretty picture. If 
we evenly divided up all the productive 
land and ocean on the planet, there is 
about 2 hectares for each of our 6 
billion people. Residents of Canada and 
the United States generally utilize be¬ 
tween 7 and 10 hectares per person. 
This means that extending our afflu¬ 
ence and lifestyles to the rest of the 
people on earth would require finding 
three additional planets. 


specific changes, such as reducing auto 
use, produces a numerically visible re¬ 
sult on the foot- . HjL 
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It also makes very clear that the 
poverty and desperation that is so much 
a part of our global village, is quite 
directly related to our comfortable lives. 
We are consuming most of the share 
of the poorer nations and peoples. Of 
course, we are also consuming the ba¬ 
sis of survival of the other 10-30 mil¬ 
lion species we’re supposed to be 
sharing the planet with. Rees readily 
admits that his analysis is very anthro¬ 
pocentric and doesn’t take account of 
the needs of other species. Even so, he 
calculates that humans are already liv¬ 
ing well beyond the ability of the planet 
to support them over the long haul. 

Rees is speaking here as part of 
the “Hamilton Ecological Footprint 
Project”. He will give a public lecture 
on Saturday, November 24 to kick off 
a day-long conference on reducing 
Hamilton’s footprint. The lecture and 
conference are taking place at First 
Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn Street 
South from 9 am to 4 pm. Rees’ lec¬ 
ture will take up most of the morning. 
The afternoon workshops (for which 
you need to pre-register) will examine 
Hamilton’s footprint, the use of foot¬ 
prints in community planning, how indi¬ 
viduals can reduce their footprints and 
the growing movement of voluntary 
simplicity. You can register for the full 
Conference at www.sustainable 
hamilton.org . Or you can fill out a reg¬ 
istration form at the Club meeting. 

The “Hamilton Ecological Footprint 
Project” is a year-long effort by Citi¬ 
zens for a Sustainable Community 
funded by the Ontario Trillium Foun¬ 
dation. After the Conference, the 
Project will offer workshops to busi¬ 
ness and community organizations. 


school classes, and other interested 
groups. The workshops will explain 
footprint analysis and present some of 
the local, national and global results. 
Participants in the workshops will also 
be assisted in calculating their personal 


footprint and will learn ways in which 
this can be reduced. These presenta¬ 
tions will begin in January and can be 
booked by calling (905) 664-8796JH 


Asters and Goldenrods 


by Glenn Barrett 
It was a beautiful, sunny, warm 
Saturday, September 15th when a 
dozen Club members met Dr. Jim 
Pringle, from the RBG, at the North 
Shore Trailhead off York Rd. in Dundas 
for a Club field event devoted to the 
colourful world of Ontario asters and 
goldenrods. 

Extremely knowledgeable, Dr. 
Pringle was able to locate well over a 
dozen different species of asters and 
goldenrods during this two hour tour. 
Many of the hike participants, myself 
included, avidly took notes as Jim ex¬ 
plained the intricacies necessary to dif¬ 
ferentiate some of these species. 

A partial list of the species we 
observed can be found below. 

New England Aster ( Aster novae- 
angliae) 

Azure/Sky Blue Aster (A. azureus) 
Heath Aster (A. pilosus) 
Arrow-leaved Aster (A. 
sagittifolius ) 

Heart-leaved/Blue Woodland Aster 
(A. cordifolius ) 

Calico Aster (A. lateriflorus ) 
Smooth Aster (A. laevis ) 

Canada Goldenrod ( Solidago 
canadensis) 

Early Goldenrod ( S . juncea ) 

Zigzag Goldenrod (S. flexicaulis) 


Wreath/Blue-stemmed Goldenrod (5. 
caesia) 

Tall Goldenrod ( S. altissima ) 

An avid hiker, Dr. Pringle kept us 
all to a brisk pace as we explored the 
woods and fields found alongside the 
North Shore Trails. The diversity of 
habitats in this area lends itself to a 
hike of this nature as species of asters 
and goldenrods are specialized for spe¬ 
cific moisture and light conditions. 


I encourage everyone to attend 
the next botany hike led by this local 
expert, j^j 
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Late Fall Wild Flowers 


\ 

by Dean Gugler 
In November of 1981 when I helped lead the first of the 
late wild flower walks, I had 19 species on the list for 
November. When I wrote an article for the Wood Duck in 
1998 about November wild flowers, the list had increased to 
67 species. Following is my current list of 106 species that I 
have found in November and December in the Hamilton 
area. Note that 60 of that number were found in December 
and that 6 were found as late as December 31. 

Each flower is given with the latest found date: 

[ljAlfalfa, ( Medicago sativa ) Nov. 13,’99 

[2] Alyssum,Hoary, ( Berteroa incana) Dec. 25,’99 

[3] Aster,Arrow-leaved, ( Aster urophyllus) Dec. 21,’98 

[4] Aster,Calilco (Starved), (Aster lateriflorus) Dec. 21,’98 

[5] Aster,Heart Leaved, ( Aster cordifolius ) Nov. 22,’98 

[6] Aster,Heath, (Aster ericoides) Nov. 29,’98 

[7] Aster,Large-leaved, (Aster macrophyllus ) Nov. 12,’00 

[8] Aster,New England, (Aster novae-angliae) Dec. 21,’98 

[9] Beggar Tick, (Bidens frondosa) Nov. 1,’98 

[10] Bellflower,Creeping, (Campanula rapunculoides ) Nov. 
13,’99 

[ 11 ]Bouncing Bet, (Saponaria officinalis) Nov. 14,’98 

[12] Bugloss,Viper’s, (Echium vulgare ) Dec. 26,’98 

[13] Bur-Marigold,Nodding, (Bidens cernua) Dec. 26,’98 

[14] Butter-and-Eggs, (Linaria vulgaris ) Dec. 21,’98 

[15] Buttercup,Common Or Tall , (Ranunculus acris) Nov. 
6,’82 

[16] Campion,Bladder, (Silene vulgaris) Nov. 12,’98 

[17] Campion,White, (Silene latifolia) Nov. 12,’98 

[18] Catchfly,N.Flowering, (Silene noctiflora) Nov. 13,’99 

[19] Catnip, (Nepeta cataria) Dec. 21,’98 

[20] Celendine, (Chelidonium majus) Nov. 13,’99 

[21] Charlock, (Sinapis arvensis) Dec. 1,’98 

[22] Chickweed,Common, (Stellaria media) Dec. 31,’99 

[23] Chickweed,Mouse-ear, (Cerastium fontanum) Dec. 
21,’98 

[24] Chicory, (Cichorium intybus) Dec. 12,’98 

[25] Cinquefoil,Common, (Potentilla simplex) Dec. 2,’00 

[26] Cinquefoil,Dwarf, (Potentilla canadensis) Dec. 12,’98 

[27] Cinquefoil,Rough, (Potentilla norvegica) Dec. 26,’98 

[28] Cinquefoil,Rough-Fruited, (Potentilla recta) Nov. 28,’98 

[29] Clover,Hop, (Trifolium aureum ) Nov. 13,99 


[30] Clover,Red, (Trifolium pratense) Dec. 21,’98 

[31] Clover,White, (Trifolium repens) Dec. 6,’98 

[32] Clover,White Sweet, (Melilotus alba) Dec. 26,’98 

[33] Clover,Yellow Sweet, (Melilotus officinalis) Dec. 6,’98 

[34] Daisy, Oxeye, (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum) Nov. 

30, ’98 

[35] Dandelion, Common, (Taraxacum officinale) Dec. 

31, ’99 

[36] Evening Primrose, Common, (Oenothera biennis) Nov. 
30,’98 

[37] Fleabane, Daisy, (Erigeron annuus) Dec. 21,’98 

[38] Forget-me- 
n o t , T r u e , 

(Myosotis scor- 
pioides) Nov. 

13,’99 

[39] Galinsoga, 

(G a l i l ns o'g a 
quadriradiata) 

Nov. 13,’99 

[40] Goatsbeard, 

Yellow, 

(Tragopogon 
dubius) Dec. 

21,’98 

[41] Goldenrod, 

Blue-Stemmed , 

(Solidago 
caesia) Nov. 

7,’81 

[42] Goldenrod, 

Canada, (Soli¬ 
dago canaden¬ 
sis) Dec. 25,’99 

[43] Goldenrod, 

Gray, (Solidago 
nemoralis) Nov. 

7,’81 

[44] Goldenrod, 

Lance-Leaved , 

(Euthamia 
gra m i n ifo lia) 

Nov. 29,’98 
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[45] Goldenrod,Tall, ( Solidago altissima ) Dec. 21,’98 

[46] Goldenrod,Zigzag, (Solidago flexicaulis) Nov. 22,’98 

[47] Groundsel,Common, ( Senecio vulgaris ) Dec. 31,’99 

[48] Hawkweed,Common, (Hieracium lachenalii) Nov. 
30,’98 

[49] Hawkweed,Field , ( Hieracium caespitosum) Dec. 1,’98 

[50] Heal-All, (Prunella vulgaris ) Nov. 6,’82 

[51] Henbit, ( Lamium amplexicaule) Nov. 3, ’00 

[52] Herb Robert, (Geranium robertianum) Nov. 21,’98 

[53] Horehound,Water, (Lycopus americanus) Nov. 13,’99 

[54] Knapweed,Brown, (Centaurea jacea ) Dec. 12,’98 

[55] Knotgrass,Common, (Polygonum aviculare) Dec. 
21,’98 

[56] Lady’s Thumb, (Polygonum persicaria) Dec. 12,’98 

[57] Leafcup,Small-Flowered, (Polymnia canadensis) Nov. 
13,’99 

[58] Mallow,Common, (Malva neglecta) Dec. 21,’98 

[59] Mallow,Indian, (Abutilon theophrasti ) Dec. 6,’98 

[60] Mayweed, (Anthemis cotula) Dec. 26,’98 

[61] Medick,Black, (Medicago lupulina) Dec. 21,’98 

[62] Motherwort, (Leonurus cardiaca ) Nov. 12,’98 

[63] Mullein,Common, (Verbascum thapsus) Nov. 8,’98 

[64] Mullein,Moth, (Verbascum blattaria ) Dec. 6,’98 

[65] Mustard,Dog, (Erucastrum gallicum) Dec. 25,’99 

[66] Mustard,Field (Rape), (Brassica rapa ) Dec. 26,’98 

[67] Mustard,Hedge, (Sisymbrium officinale ) Dec. 26,’98 

[68] Mustard,Tumble, (Sisymbrium altissimum) Nov. 22,’98 

[69] Mustard,Wormseed, (Erysimum cheiranthoides) Nov. 
13,’99 

[70] Nettle,Purple Dead, (Lamium purpureum) Dec. 31,’99 

[71] Nightshade,Bittersweet, (Solanum dulcamara) Nov. 
13,’99 

[72] Nightshade,Black, (Solanum nigrum) Nov. 29,’98 

[73] Nipplewort, (Lapsana communis) Dec. 12,’98 

[74] Pennycress,Field, (Thlaspi arvense) Dec. 2,’00 

[75] Peppergrass,Wild, (Lepidium virginicum) Dec. 21,’98 

[76] Pigweed, (Chenopodium album) Dec. 12,’98 

[77] Pineapple Weed, (Matricaria matricarioides) Dec. 

2,’00 

[78] Pink,Deptford, (Dianthus armeria) Dec. 12,’98 

[79] Plantain,English, (Plantago lanceolata) Dec. 12,’98 

[80] Queen Anne’s Lace, (Daucus carota) Dec. 21,’98 

[81] Radish,Wild, (Raphanus raphanistrum) Dec. 31,’99 

[82] Ragweed,Common, (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) Dec. 


21,’98 

[83] Rocket,Dame’s, (Hesperis matronalis) Nov. 18,’98 

[84] Rocket,Sea, (Cakile edentula) Nov. 13,’99 

[85] Rocket,Yellow, (Barbarea vulgaris) Nov. 7,’81 

[86] St.Johnswort,Common, (Hypericum perforatum) Nov. 
13,’99 

[87] Shepherd’s Purse, (Capsella bursa-pastoris) Dec. 
21,’98 

[88] Snakeroot,White, (Eupatorium rugosum) Nov. 13,’99 

[89] Snapdragon,Dwarf, (Chaenorrhinum minus) Dec. 6,’98 

[90] Snow-on-the-Mountain, (Euphorbia marginata) Nov. 
13,’99 

[91] Sow Thistle,Spiny-leaved, (Sonchus oleraceus) Dec. 
21,’98 

[92] Sow-Thistle,Common, (Sonchus asper) Nov. 30,’98 

[93] Spurge,Leafy, (Euphorbia esula) Dec. 31,’99 

[94] Spurge,Petty, (Euphorbia peplus) Dec. 2,’00 

[95] Storksbill (Pin Clover), (Erodium cicutarium) Dec. 
21,’98 

[96] Tansy, (Tanacetum vulgare) Nov. 25,’98 

[97] Thistle,Bull, (Cirsium vulgare) Dec. 21,’98 

[98] Thistle,Canada, (Cirsium arvense) Dec. 12,’98 

[99] Thistle,Nodding, (Carduus nutans) Dec. 21,’98 

[100] Touch-Me-Not,Pale, (Impatiens pallida) Nov. 13,’99 

[101] Trefoil,Birdsfoot, (Lotus corniculatus) Nov. 14,’98 

[102] Vetch,Cow, (Vicia cracca) Dec. 21,’98 

[103] Vetch,Crown, (Coronilla varia) Nov. 12,’98 

[104] Watercress, (Nasturtium sp.) Nov. 12, ’00 

[105] Witch Hazel, (Hamamelis virginiana) Dec. 6,’98 

[106] Yarrow, (Achillea millefolium) Dec. 26,’98 

Follow the links on 
the HNC website 
( www.hwcn.org/link/ 
hamnature ) to Wild- 
flower Watch to find 
out what is blooming 
this fall. 

The page is up¬ 
dated every week if 
flowers are found 
blooming. ^ 
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Doi Inthanon — A Hamilton Naturalist Abroad 


By Carl Rothfels 
It has been many years since my¬ 
self, and two friends-Marc Johnson 
and Reagan Szabo-first discussed the 
idea of a world trip after graduation. 
Convocation has come and gone, and 
our binoculars and insect nets are now 
overseas for eight months; a dream 
has become reality. Yet, I often find 
myself thinking of the good times I’ve 
had in Hamilton. As a sort of thanks, 
I’d like to offer up some tidbits of our 
adventures.... 


Our typical day was to drag our¬ 
selves out of the tent at 5:30 (yes, in 
the morning, for those of you who are 
used to my behaviour during the school 
year), and hitchhike somewhere up or 
down the main road through the park. 

Our tent was behind the “birding 
centre” at km 31, so we might, say, 
hitch to the summit at km 48, or go 
down to some good dry diptocarp at 
km 13. The elevation gradient had a 
spectacular effect on the flora and 


home to giant black-and-yellow spi¬ 
ders. They seemed big enough to catch 
the Falconets! 

The second checkpoint, at 1800 
metres, was marked by evergreen rain 
forest-the complete opposite of dry 
diptocarp! It rained there each morn¬ 
ing (and most of the day) without fail, 
and the tall lush jungle was laden with 
vines and epiphytic ferns and orchids. 

Birds would sweep through the jun¬ 
gle in noisy feeding flocks. For a few 
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fauna. Km 13 was around 600 metres 
above sea level, and was dominated by 
two genera of deciduous trees in the 
diptocarp family. 


minutes, it was dif¬ 
ficult to choose 
iONALPARK ... 

between the 

... Minivets, Bab¬ 

blers, Fulvettas, 
Fantails, Mon- 
archs, etc. (help, 
which should I 
look at??). Then 
they’d all be gone. 
All that would re- 
main were the 
'-- N| ever-present jun- 

{ gle noises that only 

~ii /civf 5 rarely translated 
into wildlife 
} Sk "' sightings, but 
when they 
did...Red-headed 
Trogon, or Greater Yellownape (a large 
woodpecker with a bright yellow rim 
to its crest and a bright green back). 
Spectacular birds! 




enough to feel kind-of at home there, 
to be able to capture some of the nu¬ 
ances, to establish a reputation with 
some of the locals. The exact nature 
of that reputation, I’ll leave to your 
imaginations. 


It is a hilly, dusty landscape, silent 
in mid-day, but abounding in life in the 
morning. Collared Falconets scanning 
from tall snags, while parties of White- 
crested Laughing-thrushes loudly pa¬ 
trol the understory. The path was often 
barred by six-foot wide spider webs, 


The summit, at 2565 metres, was 
marked by a bog, complete with Sphag¬ 
num! Instead of Trogons, we strained 
our eyes through the cloud-laden bog 
at White-browed Shortwings and 
Pygmy Wren-babblers. 
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It became so normal! “Ah, let’s go 
down to km 20 for the afternoon.” We 
stick out our thumbs, and a couple of 
pickup trucks later, we’d be on our 
way. I think the locals were quite be¬ 
mused! Our only “problem” was one 
morning when we hitched up to the 
summit at 6 am. 

The summit is the end of the road, 
so it was a miracle that we got a ride 
there that early, and on our first try. 
No one goes to the summit in the morn¬ 
ing. We soon found out why. It was 
probably around 5 C, extremely windy, 
raining steadily, and with clumps of 
cloud being continually forced through 
the trees like boiled potatoes through 
one of those potato-ricer thingees. 

We tried to find some birds, but 
the birds were sheltered somewhere, 
being much smarter than us. We did 
warm our hands over the hot water in 
the coffee maker at the Visitors’ Cen¬ 
tre, but then we were stuck. At the 
summit, and no one else around. Noth¬ 
ing to do but walk! 

As we set off down the highway 
we kept telling ourselves: “Every 100 
m down, it gets 0.6 warmer”. It was 
our mantra. We had to go 6 km before 
we got our first ride. Boy, did that cup 
of coffee back at the birding centre 
taste good!! 

One of the great joys of being in 
Doi Inthanon was the realization that 
every second could bring a new sur¬ 
prise, some critter exotic to the imagi¬ 
nations of North American birders. 
Streaked Spiderhunters - relatives of 
sunbirds, with long curved bills - would 
hang upside down off banana flowers 
just outside our tent, while Ioras and 


Bulbuls and Flowerpeckers flitted 
above. Atlas Moths, spectacular silk¬ 
worms with a 25 cm wingspan, resting 
on the restaurant wall. Small tree frogs 
bouncing across the grass. Rough life! 

The birding was excellent. One of 
the best places was the “2nd Check¬ 
point” which had a big overhang over 
the road, so you could look at all the 
birds that came in to eat the moths 
each morning, and remain sheltered 
from the rain. I’ve never seen such 
moth carnage. 



Each morning, at least seven spe¬ 
cies of insect-eating birds would gather 
in abundance. The Yellow-cheeked 
Tits (above) could get the moths rest¬ 
ing on the vertical surfaces, the White- 
throated Fantails would snap up any 
small moth which was foolish enough 
to take to the air for a few seconds, 
and the Sibias would casually dismem¬ 
ber the large Sphingids... Rather dis¬ 
turbing, actually! 

Birding aside, the mountain had 
some excellent rainforest. You know 
excellent rainforest because: a) it rains 
ALL THE TIME b) the trees are big 
c) the soil is slippery red clay which 
keeps washing away (erosion is one of 
the chief threats to the park) d) there 


are lots of orchids, even if none of 
them are in bloom and e) there are 
land leeches. I never saw my first 
leech - Reagan just noticed that my 
pant leg was getting bloody. Their anti¬ 
coagulant is remarkably effective, as 
is their anaesthetic. You do not feel a 
thing, at least once they start to feed. 

Reagan and I were lucky enough, 
in the rainforest, to see a Giant Squir¬ 
rel. It was huge- we thought it was a 
monkey at first. Its long black tail was 
at least two feet in length, and it was 
patterned beautifully in black and white. 
As soon as it saw us, it took off through 
the tree tops. Wow. A nice change 
from Scurius carolinensis (I’m sure I 
mis-spelled that). 

Each day brought us something 
new. A velvet-backed chestnut weevil 
larger than my thumb (4 inches long?), 
beautiful hawk moths, a red and black 
spider with long legs, bigger than my 
fist, spectacular bamboo, or a Cyathea 
Treefern. Cicadas you could find and 
grab with your hand. After a few sec¬ 
onds, they would start to sing again! I 
put one on my cheek — wow, was it 
loud!! Walkingsticks, cool Mantids.... 
The odonates were particularly spec¬ 
tacular, primarily the damselflies, which 
were abundant. Many had intricately 
patterned metallic forewings with trans¬ 
parent windows revealing brilliantly 
coloured hindwings. 

Apparently, Doi Inthanon is even 
more superb in the winter season. And 
affordable - it cost us around $4 each 
to feed and house ourselves each day! 
Hard to complain...hopefuly we will 
manage to find similar treasure-sites 
throughout our trip. ^ 
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Hamilton Youth invited to use Art for Nature 


Hamilton Area youth are being in¬ 
vited to use their artistic talents to cre¬ 
ate artwork for Naturally Hamilton 
calendars. 

Students often learn about envi¬ 
ronmental issues and concerns in far¬ 
away rainforests, but are unaware of 
endangered and important wildlife and 
natural areas in their own neighbour¬ 
hoods. 

In fact, if any of us were to inform 
our neighbours that green dragons were 
found in the Hamilton Area, we would 
likely get some very strange reactions! 
While the green dragon (Arisaema 
dracontium) is rare in the Hamilton 
area, it is found in floodplains in the 
Glanbrook area. 

This plant is in the same plant fam¬ 
ily (Arum) as the Jack-in-the-pulpit and 
is listed as “vulnerable” by the Com¬ 
mittee on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). As 
with several of the plants that we find 
in southwestern Ontario, their range is 



restricted to that of the Carolinian For¬ 
est. 

To raise awareness of local wild¬ 
life and conservation issues, and in¬ 
crease the perceived value of the 
natural areas found around Hamilton, 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, as part 
of the Nature in Your Neighbourhood 
project, is developing a calendar that 
focuses on these issues. 

In consultation with representatives 
from the Hamilton Public and Catholic 
School Boards we have chosen monthly 
themes that link to the curriculum and 
therefore to what students are learning 
in the classroom. As a community 
project, we are inviting youth from the 
Hamilton area to submit artwork for 
the calendars. The more colourful and 
creative, the better! Selected pieces 
will be published in the calendar. 

The deadline for art submissions is 
November 30, 2001, Please pass this 
information along to any young artists 
and have them check our websie for 
monthly topics and submission criteria: 
www.hwcn.org/link/hamnature/ 

Beyond the production of the cal¬ 
endar, we will use all of the artwork 
submitted in an exhibition that will tour 
Hamilton to promote the calendars, our 
local natural areas, and community con¬ 
servation efforts! 

The Naturally Hamilton calen¬ 
dars will be distributed to every el¬ 
ementary classroom in the Hamilton 
area, local libraries, and secondary 
schools and will be available for Girl 
Guide and Scout Groups. We are cur¬ 
rently looking for funding to enable us 


to offer the calendars free of charge. 

If you are interested in making a 
financial contribution to this project or 
for more information please call Lau¬ 
rel Mclvor at (905) 527-1158, ext. 512. 

“Nature in Your Neighbourhood” 
is a partnership with Hamilton Natu¬ 
ralists’ Club and Royal Botanical Gar¬ 
dens, with funding support from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

Massive Clearcuts 
for Ontario Forests? 

The Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR) is proposing a new 
forestry guideline that mandates log¬ 
ging companies to create massive 
clearcuts on public land in the name of 
a ‘more natural’ landscape. Individual 
clearcuts could be larger than 10,000 
hectares - equivalent in area to a me¬ 
dium-sized city. 

The approach is flawed from an 
ecological perspective, and will be dam¬ 
aging to the boreal forest that makes 
up most of Ontario’s land. The guide¬ 
line will be applied in an area twice the 
size of Britain. 

The boreal ecosystem is the larg¬ 
est type of forest in Canada and regu¬ 
lates water systems and climate 
patterns on a continental scale. On¬ 
tario’s boreal forest region is part of 
this vast system and represents one of 
the last remaining large tracts of fron¬ 
tier forest in the world. 

The Federation of Ontario Natu¬ 
ralists, the Wildlands League and 
Earthroots and asking the public to 
urge their MPP to oppose this plan. |H 
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Member’s Night at the HNC 


by Jim and Jean Stollard 

Every October our members get 
together to share their talents and in¬ 
terests with each other, and every year 
the result is a fascinating glimpse into 
the range of activities our Club em¬ 
braces and the many talents of our 
members. 

After the business portion of the 
meeting, during which we received a 
report on the financial health of the 
Club (it’s in good financial shape), and 
the Board of Directors were elected, 
we moved on to the most interesting 
part of the evening: the presentations 
given by Club members. 

The first one was called “2001, A 
Falcon Odyssey” produced and pre¬ 
sented by Gerard McNaughton. Based 
on the film “2001 A Space Odyssey” 
complete with music by Straus, it told 
the story of this year's Falcon Watch. 

Four eggs were laid by early May 
on the ledge at the Sheraton Hotel in 
downtown Hamilton. Two of the eggs 
hatched; a male and female, aptly 
named Hal and Sal. At the age of 
three weeks each chick was weighed 
and banded and returned to the nest. 

At forty to forty-five days, the 
young began to fly but the adults con¬ 
tinued to feed them. Volunteers in col¬ 
ourful dress, watched as the parent 
birds taught their chicks the essentials 
of hunting, including “talon touching” 
with the male falcon. 

Finally, the young have learned all 
their parents can teach them and set 
off on their own. Up to 80% of all 
fledged young may be killed, as a 


result of mishaps with automobiles, 
predators and insecticide use in their 
wintering areas. 

Next, Laurel Mclvor, Co-ordinator 
of our Nature in Your Neighbourhood 
program, gave us an update on activi¬ 
ties of the past year. 

Among her many projects, she is 
working on a pocket guide to species 
in the Hamilton area, for use by Scouts 
and Guides, and a calendar filled with 
children’s art work is in the planning 


stage. She has also been busy giving 
public presentations about the Club to 
adults, as well as working on a petition 
to Hamilton Council to reduce pesti¬ 
cide use in Hamilton. 

Our Past President, Glenn Barrett, 
presented a slide show featuring pic¬ 
tures of the Spooky Hollow bus trip 
which took place last spring. He fin¬ 
ished his presentation with pictures of 
his work banding White Pelicans at 
Lake of the Woods last summer. ||i 



A Young Great Horned Owl 


by W.W.Judd 

During the years 1946 to 1948 1 
was with the Department of Zoology 
at McMaster University. During the 
summer months, along with students 
employed for the summer, I was occu¬ 
pied in research on the Dundas Marsh. 
Each day we would saunter along a 
path leading from the campus down 
through the woods to Grassy Point lo¬ 
cated on the south shore of the marsh 
(see map in my report - Judd 1995). 
There we would board a canoe or 
rowboat and spend the morning inves¬ 
tigating the plants and animals. 


were able to get a photo of it eyeing us 
in a defiant mood. 

The Christmas census at Hamilton 
for the year 2000 yielded nine Great 
Horned Owls (Jennings 2001). One 
can imagine that any of them might be 
descendants of the one we encoun¬ 
tered at the Marsh in 1948.|H 

References: 

Jennings, Mark 2001. “Hamilton Christmas 
Bird Count 2000”, Wood Duck, 54(8): 167. 
Judd, W.W. 1995. Memorabilia of research on 
the Dundas Marsh, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 
1946 to 1948. Phelps Publishing Co., Lxmdon. 
Ont. 81 pages. 


On one such foray on 
May 4, 1948, we encoun¬ 
tered a young Great Horned 
Owl perched on a log. It 
blinked its eyes, ruffled its 
feathers, held its wings up 
like a hood and snapped its 
beak. A parent bird in a 
nearby tree snapped its beak 
and hooted softly. As we 
approached, the young bird 
stood its ground and we 
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By Rob Dobos 


Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2001 to July 31: 250. Underlined species or dates require 
documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are 
listed. 


Observers: Randy Bayliss (RB), George Bryant (GB), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Peter Coo (PC), Dave Copeland (DC), 
Jim Cram (JC), Mark Cranford (MCr), Tom Crooks (TC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), 
Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Lois Evans (LE), Len Falkiner (LF), Hillary Gallant (HG), Denys Gardiner (DG), Jim Heslop 
(JH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Ursula Kolster (UK), Karl Konze (KK); Bill Lamond (BL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Sheldon 
McGregor (SMG), Craig McLauchlan (CML), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Rod Murray (RMu), George Naylor (GN), Jean 
Niskanen (JN), John Olmsted (JO), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Paul Smith (PS), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp 
(RSt), Mike Street (MS), Peter Thoem (PT), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Don Wills (DW), Alan Wormington (AW), Brian Wylie 
(BW), many observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
SM-singing male 
FY -fledged young 
terr. -territorial bird(s) 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
juv. -juvenile 
imm. -immature 
I s1 yr. -first year 


Counties/Regions/Cities: 

Brant [UR] 

Haldimand [HD] 

Halton [HL] 

Hamilton [HM] 

Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [WL] 


June - July 2001: 


Red-throated Loon#: One ad. on Lake Ontario off Shoreacres [HL] Jun 2 L (KM). 

Common Loon: Two off Shoreacres and one on Hamilton Harbour off Bayshore Park [HM] Jun 2 (KM); singles over W 
Dundas Valley [ HM] on Jun 7, 14 and 18 L (SMG); one past CCIW [HL] Jun 15 (RD); one off Hunter Rd, Grimsby [NG] 
Jun 17 (KM,RW); two off Bronte Harbour [HL] Jul 14 (GE). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One ad. w/5juv. at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] Jun 4 (RD); three at Mountsberg C.A. [HM/WL] Jun 10 
(AW); one juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [AG] Jul 29 F (RD). 

Horned Grebe: One at Windermere Basin [HM] Jun 24 (BCh); one off Rattray Marsh [PL] Jul 21-24 (CML). 


page 6 I 


The Wood Duck 


November 200 7 

Red-necked Grebe: Birds at Bronte Harbour: 1 nest w/2juv.+3eggs -Jun 2, 2 nest w/7eggs each -Jun 29, 18 ad. -Jul 14 
(GE); a nesting pair at Burlington Lakeshore E of Brant St [ HL] (TC) had a nest with two eggs Jul 15 (RC et al.); 42 off 
Rattray Marsh Jul 20-24 (CML). 

Least Bittern#: One SM at Millgrove Loam Pits Jun 3*-8 (BW;m.obs.). 

Great Blue Heron: One nest w/4juv. near Caledonia [HD] Jul 2 (MS); 17 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 21 (RD). 

Great Egret#: One at Dundas Marsh [HM] May 29 L (UK). 

Green Heron: One pair at Stoney Creek Ravine [HM] and one at Stoney Creek Community Ponds [HM] Jun 8 (AW); two 
at Ford Dr, Oakville [HL] Jul 7 (TC). 

Gadwall: One f. w/5juv. at Windermere Basin Jul 17 (RC,GS). 

American Wigeon: Three at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 10 (AW); four at Vanderliek Ponds, Bismarck [AG] Jul 4 (RD); two at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 17 (KM,RW), and four there Jul 21 (RD). 

Blue-winged Teal: Two at Binbrook C.A. [HM] Jun 16 (GN); one m. off Green Rd [HM] Jul 1 (RD); one f. w/12juv. at 
Vanderliek Ponds Jul 4-14 (RD;KM), and four ad. there Jul 14 (RD,KM); three at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 29 (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: One m. at Tollgate Ponds [HM] Jun 1 (RD); one m. at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 10 (AW); one pair w/ 
8juv. at Vanderliek Ponds Jul 4-15 (RD;KM;RC et al.). 

Northern Pintail: One f. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 22-24 (RD). 

Green-winged Teal: Two at Binbrook C.A. Jun 16 (GN); four m. at Smithville Sewage Ponds [AG] Jun 23 (KM); one m. 
at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 4 (RD); one m. at Vanderliek Ponds Jul 4 (RD), and two m. there Jul 14 (RD,KM); one f. w/ 
3juv. at Windermere Basin Jul 16 (RC); eight at Windermere Basin Jul 28 (RD). 

Redhead: Three at Tollgate Ponds Jun 1 (RD); one pair at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Jun 15 (RD); two f. at Windermere 
Basin Jul 15 (RC et al.), and four there Jul 28 (RD); one f. w/2juv. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 22-24 (RD). 

Greater Scaup: One m. at NE Shore of Harbour Jun 1 (AW); one m. at Tollgate Ponds Jun 21-26 (RD); two at 
Windermere Basin Jul 15-28 (RC et al.)', one f. at Mineral Springs [HM] Jul 18 (AW). 

Lesser Scaup: One m. at Tollgate Ponds Jun 3-26 (RD); one m. at NE Shore of Harbour Jun 21 (RD); one m. at Bronte 
Harbour Jul 14-22 (GE); six at Windermere Basin Jul 15 (RC et al.), and nine there Jul 28 (RD). 

Long-tailed Duck: Two off Guelph Line [HL] Jun 2 L (KM). 

Buftlehead: One f. on Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Jun 1 (AW); one m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 26-Jul 1 
(RC,GS;KM;RD). 

Common Goldenfeye: One imm. m. at Burlington Lakeshore [HL] Jul 16 (RC). 

Hooded Merganser: One f. w/5juv. and one f. w/6juv. at Bruces [5R] Jun 10, and 24 there Jul 12 (AW); two at Slote Rd 
Wetland [HM] Jun 18-Jul 3 (SMG,RC); one juv. at Vanderliek Ponds Jul 4-14 (RD;KM); one juv. at N Shore of Harbour Jul 
15 (RC et al.); one at Bronte Harbour Jul 20 (GE); one f. at N Service Rd & Guelph Line [HL] Jul 21-24 (RD); two at 
Windermere Basin Jul 28 (RD). 

Common Merganser: Two m. at NE Shore of Harbour Jun 15-Jul 22 (RD;RC,GS). 

Ruddy Duck: One m. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 14 F (RD), and two m. there Jul 22-24 (RD); one m. at Windermere Basin Jul 
15-28 (RC etal.). 

Osprey: One over Mountain Brow Park, Hamilton [HM] Jun 23 (RD); a nest at Grand River at Caledonia [HD] Jun 24 
(RD); one at Rattray Marsh Jul 24 F (CML); one past CCIW Jul 27 (RD). 
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Bald Eagle#: One ad.,2 imm. at Binbrook C.A. May 26 (GN) may have been a post-breeding dispersal family group from 
the southern U.S. 

Northern Harrier: One near Binbrook Jun 2 (GN); one m. S of Rockton [ HM] Jul 12 (AW). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One terr. at Onondaga Twp [BR] Jun 24 (DW); one ad. 1.5 km WNW of Westover [ HM] Jul 5 
(AW). 

Cooper’s Hawk: One at Christie C.A. [ HM] Jun 9 (RD,CE); a nesting pair fledged at least one juv. at Chedoke Radial 
Trail [HM] by mid-Jun (RSn); one ad. at Cone 4 W of Middletown Rd [HM] Jun 17 (RD); one at Waterdown Rd N of Hwy 
403 [HL] Jun 28 (RD). 

Broad-winged Hawk: One nesting pair at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] Jun-Jul (JH;SMG;RD); one ad. at Cone 8, Beverly 
Swamp [HM] Jul 10-15 (AW;RD,PS); two ad. at Fletcher Creek Swamp Forest [HM] Jul 20 (AW). 

Peregrine Falcon#: The pair nesting at the Sheraton Hotel, Downtown Hamilton [HM] fledged two young by the end of 
Jun (fide MS); one juv. at CCIW Jun 13 (RD); a radio-tagged juv. from a Toronto nesting was detected by satellite near 
Duffs Corners [HM] Jul 28 (fide MS). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. at Slote Rd May 19-Jun 13 (SMG); one pair at Woodburn Rd S of Kirk Rd [HM] Jun 16 
(RD). 

Wild Turkey#: One at Onondaga Twp May 12 (DW); one near Binbrook Jun 2 (GN); one f. w/5juv. at Sawmill Rd & 
Shaver Rd [HM] Jun 27 (MS); one f. w/8juv. at Welland River Meanders [HM] Jul 21 (RC,GS). 

Northern Bobwhite#: One escapee was at an urban yard near Upper Gage & Concession Sts [HM] mid-Jun (LF). 

Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Binbrook C.A. Jun 15 (GN), and five terr. there Jun 21 (AW,RC); one terr. at Quarry SE of 
Clappisons Corners [HM] Jun 19 (AW); terr. birds on Jun 20 included: 2 -Valens C.A., 6 -Rockton, 1 -Foreman Rd Wetland 
\HW], 1 -Christie C.A., 4 -Slote Rd Wetland (AW,RC). 

Sora#: One terr. at Binbrook C.A. Jun 2-21 (GN;AW,RC); one terr. at Vinemount [HM] Jun 21 (AW,RC). 

Common Moorhen#: Four ad. at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 10 (AW). 

Semipalmated Plover: One at Windermere Basin Jul 17 F (RC,GS); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 21-29 (RD). 
American Avocet#: One at Tollgate Ponds Jul 22 * (MCr et al.). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at Vanderliek Ponds Jul 4 F (RD), and eight there Jul 14 (RD,KM); one at Taquanyah C.A. 
[HD] Jul 9 (RC,GB); two at N Service Rd & Guelph Line Jul 21 (RD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at N Service Rd & Guelph Line Jun 24 F (RC,GS); 20 at Taquanyah C.A. Jul 9 (RC,GB); 12 at 
N Sendee Rd & Guelph Line Jul 13-21 (RD); 20 at Vanderliek Ponds and 10 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 14 (RD,KM); 
one ad. exhibiting strong territorial behaviour at Windermere Basin mid-late Jul (PT,RC,RD); two juv. at Windermere Basin 
Jul 28 F (RD). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 1 F (RD;KM); four at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 15 (RC et al.). 
Spotted Sandpiper: 35 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 1 (RD). 

Upland Sandpiper#: Two at Woodburn Rd & Kirk Rd Jun 16 (RD); one over St. George St, Brantford [BE] Jul 14 F (BL). 
Ruddy Turnstone: One at NE Shore of Harbour Jul 27 F (RD). 

Sanderling: One at Tollgate Ponds Jul 22*-24 (RC,GS;RD); five at Fifty Point C.A. [ HM/NG] Jul 28 (RD,KM). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Six at Tollgate Ponds Jun 3 L (RD); birds on Jul 1 F: 1 -Grimsby Sewage Ponds (KM), 1 - 
Smithville Sewage Ponds (RD), 1 -Vanderliek Ponds (RD); eight at Windermere Basin Jul 28 (RD); four at Fifty Point C.A. 
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Jul 28 (RD,KM); 18 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 29 (RD). 

Least Sandpiper: Three at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 26 F (RC,GS), and eight there Jul 21 (RD); eight at Vanderliek 
Ponds Jul 4 (RD); eight at Taquanyah C.A. Jul 9 (RC,GB); five juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 29 F (RD). 

Dunlin: Nine at Dundas Marsh May 29 (UK); two at Tollgate Ponds Jun 1 (RD); seven at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 2 L 
(RC,GS). 

Stilt Sandpiper: One at Rattray Marsh Jul 24 * (CML). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 4 F (RD), and two there Jul 14-21 (RD,KM); 22 at Taquanyah 
C.A. Jul 9 (RC,GB); one griseus at Windermere Basin Jul 16 (RC); 

American Woodcock: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 1 (RD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: One ad. at CCIW Jul 26 F (RD); one ad. off Hunter Rd, Grimsby Jul 29 (KM). 

Great Black-backed Gull: One ad. at CCIW Jul 16 F (RD). 

Ringed Turtle Dove: One escapee at Jones St, Hamilton [HM] Jun 9 (RB). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Lafortune Park, Caledonia [HD] Jun 6 (MS); one at Valens Rd S of Cone 5 [HM] Jun 10 
(BS,JC); one E of Savage Tract [HM] Jun 10 (AW); one at Paddy Green Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] Jun 12 (AW); one terr. 
at Broad Rd S of York [HD] Jun 13-15 (RSn,RSt,HG); one terr. at Rock Chapel Sanctuary [HM] Jun 18-26 (BW). 

Short-eared Owl#: A nesting pair was seen feeding one fledged juv. at Cheapside Rd, Hagersville [HD] Jun 24 (MS), 
providing the first confirmed breeding for the USA; a terr. pair at Woodburn Rd S of Kirk Rd Jun 12-Jul 9 (PT;GN;m.obs.) 
was observed carrying food, providing a first breeding record for the City of Hamilton. 

Common Nighthawk#: Two over Gage Park, Hamilton [HM] late Jul (fide MS). 

Whip-poor-will#: Two SM W of Westover [HM] Jun 19 (AW,RC). 

Chimney Swift: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 29 F (RD). 

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One near Binbrook May 26 (GN); a nesting pair at Broad Rd S of York Jun 13-Jul 19 
(RSn,RSt,HG;m.obs.); one at Hwy 52 & Cone 2 [HM] Jun 30 (RD); terr. pair at S River Rd S of Caledonia [HD] Jul 16-20 
(DW); a pair at Haldibrook Rd W of Tyneside [HM/HD] mid-Jul (DW). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker#: One near Binbrook May 27 (GN); one at Onondaga Twp Jun 3 (DW); a pair at Mulligan Rd 
[RR] Jun 8 (DW); one at Big Creek Rd [RR] Jun 9 (DW); a nesting pair at Hall Rd E of Woodburn Rd [HM] early Jun (PT); 
one at Church Rd, Grimsby [AG] Jun 17 (KM,RW); one 4 km W of Westover [HM] Jul 5 (AW); one juv. at Elm Tree Rd, 
Grimsby [AG] Jul 29 (KM). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker#: One m. at Townline Rd 1 km S of Speyside [HL] Jun 29 (AW). 

Pileated Woodpecker#: One E of Lennon Rd [HM] Jun 10 (AW); 1 ad. at nest w/ljuv. at E end of Powerline Rd, Dundas 
Valley [HM] Jun 18 (AW); two at Turner Tract, Halton Region Forest [HL] Jul 5 (RD); one at Cone 8, Beverly Swamp Jul 
10 (AW); one m. at Valens C.A. Jul 21 (AW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at St. George St, Brantford Jun 22 L (BL). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at School St, Waterdown [HM] Jun 2 L (RD). 

Acadian Flycatcher#: One SM at Turner Tract Jun 8*-Jul 5 (JO,RSn,RSt;m.obs.); one SM at Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 21- 
Jul 10 (SMG). 

Alder Flycatcher: One SM at Christie C.A. and one SM at Turner Tract Jun 9 (RD,CE); one SM at Hwy 403 Garner Rd 
Exit [HM] Jun 16 (JH); four SM at Valens C.A. Jun 20 (AW,RC). 
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Yellow-throated Vireo#: Two at Millgrove Loam Pits Jun 3 (BW); one SM at Savage Tract Jun 9 (AW); one SM at Cone 
8, Beverly Swamp Jun 20 (AW,RC); one SM at Townline Rd 1 1cm S of Speyside Jun 29 (AW); one SM 2.5 km W of 
Westover Jul 5 (AW); one at Ruthven Park Jul 6 (RL). 

Boreal Chickadee#: One at Cone 8, Beverly Swamp Jul 10*-11 (AW;DG), a first Hamilton record since 1976. 

Tufted Titmouse#: One terr. at Broad Rd S of York Jun 3-13 (RSt,RSn,JO); one SM at Welland River Meanders Jun 12 
(RC); one at Powerline Rd W of Tapleytown Rd [HM] Jul 15 (LE); one at Rattray Marsh Jul 20 (CML). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Two at Slote Rd Jun 7 (SMG); one terr. pair SE of Valens Rd & Cone 6 [HM] Jun 17 (RD); one 
m. at Townline Rd 1 km S of Speyside Jun 29 (AW); two terr. m. at Christie C.A. Jul 4 (RD); one at St. George St, Brantford 
Jul 5 F (BL); six at Valens C.A. Jul 21 (AW). 

Carolina Wren#: Two ad. w/2juv. at Canterbury Hills, Dundas Valley [HM] Jun 27 (RC); one at N Seneca Wetland [HM] 
Jul 11 (AW); one at Kelson Ave Jul 28 (RD); one at St. George St, Brantford Jul 29 (BL). 

Winter Wren: One SM at Stoney Creek Ravine Jun 8 (AW); one at Crawford Lake [HL] Jun 9 (KK); one SM at Lennon 
Rd Jun 10 (AW); one SM at Paddy Green Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 12 (AW); one SM at Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 20-Jul 10 
(SMG); one SM at Valens C.A. Jul 21 (AW). 

Sedge Wren#: One SM at Cone 4 W of Middletown Rd Jul 20*-21 (AW;RC,GS). 

Marsh Wren#: Two SM at Vinemount South Swamp [HM] Jun 8 (RC); two SM at Christie C.A. Jun 10-Jul 29 (RD); one 
terr. at Twenty Rd & Hwy 6 [HM] Jun 16 (JH); terr. birds on Jun 20: 2 -Valens C.A., 1 -Rockton, 1 -Foreman Rd Wetland 
(AW,RC); four SM at Binbrook C.A. Jun 21 (AW,RC); one SM at Onondaga Twp Jul 11 (DW); one at Beverly Swamp 2 
km SSW of Freelton Jul 20 (AW). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One SM at Christie C.A. Jun 9 (RD,CE); one SM at Valens C.A. Jun 20 (AW,RC). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at English Church Rd E of Miles Rd [HM] Jun 2 L (GN). 

Veery: One at Roseland Forest, Burlington [HL] Jul 14 F (RC). 

Brown Thrasher: One at St. George St, Brantford Jun 17 (BL). 

“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One SM N of Caistorville [AG] Jun 6 (PT); one SM at eastern Dundas Valley Jun 7 (RC); two 
m. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 24 (RD); one SM at King Rd, Aldershot [HL] Jul 5 (RC); three at Ruthven Park Jul 6 
(RL). 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler#: One f. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 24 (RD). 

Golden-winged Warbler#: One m. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 24 (RD); one f. at Ruthven Park Jul 6 (RL). 
Nashville Warbler: One SM at Puslinch Bog [ILL] Jul 5 (RD). 

Northern Parula#: One SM at Hess St S, Hamilton [HM] Jun 14 L (JO). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: 12 terr. pairs at Dundas Valley Jun 18-Jul 18 (AW). 

Magnolia Warbler: One f. at Stoney Creek Community Ponds Jun 8 L (AW); one at Turner Tract Jun 9 (RC,GS); one at 
Crawford Lake Jun 9 (KK); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 29 F (RD). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One terr. pair at Lynden South Woods Jun 2 (AW); one at Crawford Lake [HL] Jun 9 
(KK). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Three at Crawford Lake Jun 9 (KK); one SM at Canterbury Hills, Dundas Valley Jun 27 
(RC). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One SM at Turner Tract Jun 9-Jul 5 (RD,CE;RC,GS). 
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Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley [HM] Jul 15 F (DC). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Two at Waterdown Escarpment Woods [HM] Jun 4 (RC); one at Northview Cres, Burlington [HL] 
Jun 5 L (MJ). 

Cerulean Warbler#: One SM at Turner Tract Jun 13 (PC); one SM at E end of Powerline Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 18 
(AW). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Two SM at Valens C.A. Jun 9 (AW); one SM at Dundas Valley Jun 23 (JH). 

Prothonotarv Warbler#: One SM at Dundas Marsh to late Jun (DW). 

Louisiana Waterthrush#: One terr. m. at Dundas Valley C.A. May 21 (JH). 

Kentucky Warbler#: One terr. m. at Gravel Pit Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] Jun 12*-Jul 13 (SMG). 

Connecticut Warbler#: One m. at Hopkins Tract [HM] Jun 2 L (BW). 

Mourning Warbler#: Three SM at Hopkins Tract Jun 2 (BW); one SM at Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 3 (RD); three at 
Waterdown North Wetlands [HM] and two at Courtcliffe Park, Carlisle [HM] Jun 5 (RC); one nesting pair at Bronte Creek 
Prov. Park [HL] Jun 9-Jul 14 (GE;RMu); three SM at Dundas Valley Jun 18 (AW). 

Hooded Warbler#: One SM at Crawford Lake Jun 9 (KK); one SM at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Jun 9-Jul 14 (GE;RMu); 
up to 18 pairs were found in the Dundas Valley through Jun-Jul (RC,AW,SMG); one FY at Dundas Valley Jul 4 (RC). 

Canada Warbler: One at Crawford Lake Jun 9 (KK); one SM at Valens C.A. Jun 28 (AW). 

Yellow-breasted Chat#: One SM at Hwy 403 Garner Rd Exit Jun 16*-17 (JH). 

Clay-colored Sparrow#: One SM at Waterdown Escarpment Woods Jun 4 (RC); one SM at Christie C.A. Jun 7 (BW). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: A nesting pair at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Jun 2-30 (BW;BL et al.)\ eight terr. pairs NW of Valens 
Rd & Cone 6 Jun 10-Jul 29 (RD); two SM at Woodburn & Kirk Rds Jun 16 (RD). 

White-throated Sparrow: One f. at Sulphur Springs Jul 4 (AW). 

Western Meadowlark#: One SM NW of Clappisons Corners [HM] remained to Jun 13 (JN) at least. 

Orchard Oriole#: One SM near Binbrook Jun 2 (GN); one m. at N Shore Trails, York Rd [HM] and one m. at Berry Tract 

[HM] Jun 2 (BW); one pair at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Jun 13 
(JN); one m. at Cone 8, Beverly Swamp Jun 20 (AW,RC); up 
to six pairs plus some FY found at Kelson Ave / Fifty Point 
C.A. Jun 26 (RC,GS); one f. at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Jun 30 
(BL et al.)', three at Ruthven Park Jul 15 (RL). 

Purple Finch#: One at Crawford Lake Jun 9 (KK); one SM 
at Lennon Rd Jun 10 (AW); one SM at Townline Rd 1 km S of 
Speyside Jun 29 (AW); one SM at Turner Tract Jul 5 (RD); 
one at Beverly Swamp 3 km SW of Freelton Jul 20 (AW). 

Please send your bird records for August - September 2001 by 
Nov. 10 to: Rob Dobos, 22 School St., P.O. Box 722, 
Waterdown, Ont., LOR 2H0; ph: (905) 690-7705; e-mail: 
rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca ^ 
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Ontario Land Trust Alliance Inaugurated 


By Frank Morley 

The 2001 Gathering of the On¬ 
tario Land Trust Alliance (OLTA) took 
place Oct. 19-21, at the Opinicon Lodge 
at Chaffey’s Lock, in the heart of the 
Rideau Lakes. This Gathering was a 
major turning point for the Ontario Na¬ 
ture Trust Alliance, as it evolves into 
the Ontario Land Trust Alliance. 

The Nature Trust was created five 
years ago within the Federation of On¬ 
tario Naturalists as an umbrella for the 
growing land trust movement in On¬ 
tario. As land trusts were developing, 
they were encouraged to apply for 
membership in this new association 
which could best serve their needs. 
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a 
charter member of the Ontario Nature 
Trust Alliance. 

There were 100 registrants for the 
Gathering. One of the new programs 
introduced was youth scholarships. 
With the generous support of the 
Laidlaw Foundation, the Ontario Land 
Trust Alliance was able to offer 11 full 
scholarships that enabled youth del¬ 
egates between the ages of 16 and 24 
to attend the Gathering. 

The Gathering began on Friday 
evening with dinner at the Lodge and 
an opening reception at the Chaffey’s 
Lock Community Hall. We were able 
to renew acquaintances and meet new 
members. The Paul Chabot Trio, a 
local jazz group, entertained on stage. 
The small hall was very cosy, as every¬ 
where you looked there was brightly 
varnished wood. You were aware 
that everyone was engaged in conver¬ 
sation. 


Saturday brought a day of learn¬ 
ing. Four series of workshops, 1.5 
hours each, were presented at three 
locations. These 12 workshops con¬ 
tained a good mix of topics dealing 
with different aspects of property ac¬ 
quisition and the financial tools that 
make it all happen. All the workshops 
were crammed full of ideas and inter¬ 
action, never boring, and ending with a 
sense of “is it over already?” What 
wasn’t covered this time may be part 
of the next Gathering. 

Alan Ernest and I did our best to 
ensure that one of us attended the 
most pertinent to the HNC. Of course 
we didn’t miss lunch, which, like all 
meals, was sit down in the main dining 
room. Mealtime was a great opportu¬ 
nity to “network”. With a quick scan 
of the tables, you had an idea of what 
the various topics would be. My table 
always had several interesting subjects. 

During Saturday evening dinner, 
we had a live auction of several very 
valuable gifts that were donated in sup¬ 
port of the Ontario Land Trust Alli¬ 
ance. Then Colonel John By, appeared 
in his full military dress, and gave a 
reminiscent talk about his life and ac¬ 
complishments. For 40 minutes he held 
us captive with his nostalgic tales of 
the building of the Rideau Canal and 
his life in England. 

Back to the hall for an evening 
with the Cherry Valley Ramblers, 
Prince Edward County’s finest. They 
have a unique blend of Canadian satiri¬ 
cal songs and toe-tapping Celtic tunes 
- a .very enjoyable evening, with the 
music and the banter. 


Sunday morning brought the inau¬ 
gural meeting of the new organization 
- the Ontario Land Trust Alliance. 
The by-laws and constitution were rati¬ 
fied, and a new Board of Governors 
was elected. 

In order for OLTA to be able to 
effectively deliver various programs 
and services to the land trust move¬ 
ment in Ontario, it is now engaged in 
the process of being incorporated as a 
non-profit corporation with charitable 
status. 

It will be structured with a Board 
of Governors, as required by legisla¬ 
tion, and a system of standing and ad 
hoc committees to develop and imple¬ 
ment the programs and services of the 
organization. 

Thanks are due to the following 
for their part in making the weekend 
gathering a success: TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation; Laidlaw 
Foundation; Ontario Nature Assistance 
Program; Ecological Gift Program - 
Ontario Region, Environment Canada; 
Nature Conservancy of Canada; 
Steelcase Canada; The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation; Sustainability Network; 
LMS ProLink Insurance; Georgian Bay 
Land Trust; and Rideau District Lligh 
School. 

Workshop presenters were: Ken 
Wyman; Stew Hilts; Norm Ragetlie; 
Bernie VanDenBelt; Don Gordon; Lisa 
McLaughlin; Larry Rotstein C.A.; 
Graham Bryan; Gayle Carlisle; Chris 
Baines; Andrea Kettle; Ian Fraser BA, 
FAHP; Phil Tabas; Melissa Watkins; 
Carolyn Webb; Janet Grand; and Ian 
Abridge. EH 
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New Signage Extolls History of the HNC 


"The decision regarding declaring 
Cootes Paradise a sanctuary lay ulti¬ 
mately with the provincial government. 
Despite lobbying by hunters and trap¬ 
pers as well as by an entrepreneur 
wishing to develop a commercial duck 
farm on the marsh, local naturalists 
found wide support for their initiative. 
City, township and county governments 
and a variety of community organiza¬ 
tions wrote letters in support of a ban 
on hunting and trapping in and around 
the marsh. 


"After almost seven years, on Feb¬ 
ruary 20, 1927, the minister in charge 
of the Ontario Department of Game 
and Fisheries finally proclaimed that 
Cootes Paradise would be “a Crown 
game preserve”, meaning that no game 
bird or animal of any kind could be shot 
or trapped in the area. 

"Responsibility for Cootes Para¬ 
dise became part of the mandate of 
Royal Botanical Gardens upon crea¬ 
tion in 1941. Today, Cootes Paradise 
Nature Sanctuary covers nearly 800 
hectares (2000 acres) of forest, field 
and marsh. It is home to the habitat 
restoration scheme known as Project 
Paradise, part of the Remedial Action 
Plan for Hamilton Harbour." §§i 


A new sign appeared on the 
Harbourfront trail this summer, on the 
section between Princess Point and 
the fishway. The text expounds some 
of the proud history of the HNC, so we 
thought we'd share it with you. It reads 
as follows: 

"On the day before the 1920 fall 
hunting season was to begin, the newly 
founded Hamilton Bird Protection So- 


A Celebration 

Hazel Broker, one of the 
Club’s past presidents, and a long¬ 
time member is celebrating her 
80th birthday. An Open House to 
mark the event is being held on 
Saturday, November 17 from 2-4 
pm in the Martin John’s Room of 
Westdale United Church. 


ciety (forerunner of the Hamilton Natu¬ 
ralists' Club) began campaigning for 
the creation of a nature sanctuary in 
and around the marsh known as Cootes 
Paradise. 

"Appearing before the Hamilton 
Board of Control, Society president R. 
Owen Merriman argued that Cootes 
Paradise was one of the finest loca¬ 
tions in Ontario for the observation of 
birds. During the spring and fall migra¬ 
tions, thousands of ducks, geese and 
swans needed the marsh to rest and 
feed. 

"Dr. T.S.' McGillivray, also part of 
the delegation, noted that because of 
intensive hunting, the numbers of wa¬ 
terfowl passing through Cootes Para¬ 
dise had been dramatically reduced 
during his lifetime. 
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From the 



by Michael Rowlands 
On October 22 nd , about 50 mem¬ 
bers and guests of the Bird Study Group 
met at the main building of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens for our second 
meeting at this temporary venue. 
Nametags were issued, as it was to be 
a very interactive evening! 

George Drought chaired the meet¬ 
ing and announced that the organizing 
committee had met since the last meet- 


New Meeting Place 

Directions: Shaklee Canada Inc. is 
located in the north-east corner of 
Burlington, just below the Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Way (QEW), between Appleby 
Line and Burloak Drive and between 
Harvester Road and the South Service 
Road. The address is 952 Century 
Drive. From Appleby Line and Har¬ 
vester Road (the first intersection south 
of the QEW), go east on Harvester 
Road past the Appleby GO station. 
Turn north (left) at Century Drive 
(Dairy Queen head office is on the 
north-east corner) and go up a slight 
hill to the two driveways on the left at 
the curve. Park either at the side or at 
the front of the building. Go through 
the front doors and follow signs to the 
gymnasium. 


ing to start finalizing activities for the 
new season. One recommendation the 
committee made was to generate a 
contact list of people attending the 
meetings so that group members could 
be notified of forthcoming events. 

A sheet was passed around on 
which attendees entered their names, 
telephone numbers and e-mail ad¬ 
dresses (if they had them). It was 
agreed that any e-mails to the group 
would be “open” e-mails in which all 
the recipients’ addresses would be 
shown. 

There were many interesting local 
bird sightings this month: Dark-eyed 
Junco, Great Black-backed Gull, Pine 
Siskin, Purple Finch, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Sharp-tailed Sparrow, 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Black- 
throated Green Warbler, Cedar Wax¬ 
wing, Bohemian Waxwing, Cattle Egret 
and Eastern Bluebird. 

In the “interesting behaviour” cat¬ 
egory, a male Northern Cardinal was 
seen carefully arranging a number of 
pieces of sunflower seed he’d taken 
from a feeder. He put them neatly in a 
straight line on the ground before 
sweeping them up in his bill and flying 
away. How strange! 

Further afield, a few more “ex¬ 
otic” birds were seen: a Hudsonian 
Godwit at Rondeau Bay, a Red 
Phalarope at the Aylmer sewage la¬ 
goons, and Purple Sandpipers at Port 
Weller. 

To close the sightings session, 
Mike Street advised members of the 
group to be on the lookout for a big 
flight of Golden Eagles that would likely 
come through this area with the next 


cold front. 

Next on the agenda, George an¬ 
nounced that meetings for the rest of 
the season will be held at the Shaklee 
Canada’s facilities at 952 Century 
Drive in the east end of Burlington, 
where a large meeting room was being 
offered to the Bird Study Group at no 
charge. 

Directions to the new venue were 
handed out to everyone present, and 
will be posted on the website and given 
on the Birding Hotline for future meet¬ 
ings. 

George explained that a collection 
would be taken to help pay for the 
room at the RBG once again, and asked 
for voluntary donations of $1 per per¬ 
son. He went on to say that the organ¬ 
izing committee had recommended that 
we continue collecting donations at 
every meeting to help build a reserve 
fund for the Bird Study Group. 

This fund would pay for miscella¬ 
neous expenses not covered by the 
budgeted amount provided annually 
from the budget of the HNC, such as 
mileage allowances for out-of-town 
speakers. 

For the next hour or so, Glenda 
Slessor of the organizing committee 
led a brainstorming session to generate 
answers to two important questions: 

1) what do the attendees want to 
see happen at the monthly Bird Study 
Group meetings? and 

2) what role should the Bird Study 
Group take in the community? 

Glenda first divided everyone into 
seven working groups to ponder the 
questions and jot down brief responses 
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Environmental Briefs 


on paper charts. 

When the discussions ended, all 
the charts were hung on the wall, and 
a spokesperson shared with everyone 
his or her group’s suggestions. Glenda 
gathered up all the sheets and prom¬ 
ised that the organizing committee 
would make some sense of them be¬ 
fore the next meeting. 

Dozens of great ideas were put 
forth, and everyone is to be commended 
for their participation. 

The final part of the evening was a 
duck identification session organized 
by Tom Crooks. The same small groups 
from the brainstorming activity each 
worked at identifying about 20 differ¬ 
ent species of ducks from black-and- 
white drawings of the ducks in flight. 

The only tough duck in the group 
seemed to be a Baikal Teal, which is 
hardly a local species, but was thrown 
in to keep the serious birders honest! 

Next month’s meeting will be held 
on Monday, November 19 lh , at Shaklee 
Canada. One of our speakers will be 
Rob Dobos, who will give a progress 
report on the field studies currently 
underway for the second edition of the 
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario 
- a five-year project that just began 
this year. 

We’ll also hear all about the Toll 
Gate Ponds, a birding “hot spot” in 
east-end Hamilton, from experienced 
birder Bob Stamp. He’ll explain ex¬ 
actly where the ponds are located (there 
aren’t any toll gates there anymore), 
and what types of birds you’re likely to 
see in the area at various times of the 
year. Plan to be there! iH 


Breathing Easier 

Atlanta, Georgia is notorious for 
its congested highways and air pollu¬ 
tion. But in 1996, the level of pollutants 
dropped by almost 30 percent for a 
period of two and a half weeks. Asthma 
attacks among Atlanta children went 
down 42% and the number admitted to 
hospital fell 19%. The occasion was 
the 17 days that Atlanta hosted the 
summer Olympic games. The city 
closed the downtown to cars and wept 
all out to provide public transportation 
during the games, moving huge num¬ 
bers of spectators in fleets of buses 
that operated around the clock. After 
the Games, the cars, air pollution and 
health problems all returned. ^ 

Free Toilets 

Waterloo Region is about to em¬ 
bark on a door-to-door campaign to 
give away free toilets in the village of 
Ayr. The program is expected to cost 
about $350,000 but could save almost 
three times that much and allow more 
homes to be built in the village. 

Waterloo Region already pays $40 
to anyone who replaces a water-guz¬ 
zling toilet with a newer, more efficient 
model. The project planned for Ayr 
goes a step further. The region plans 
to hire a full-time person to go door-to- 
door to about 1,013 homes with 1,900 
toilets and offer residents a cheque for 
$200 to cover the costs of purchasing 
and installing a new toilet. 

The water-saving toilets use six 
litres instead of 18 in the old ones, so 
every time a toilet is flushed, 12 litres 


of water is saved. An 80 per cent 
participation rate would allow the re¬ 
gion to delay planned expansions of 
the village’s water and sewage treat¬ 
ment systems by four and seven years 
respectively. The savings by defer¬ 
ring those projects would amount to 
about $250,000 for water and $702,000 
on sewage treatment. §|| 

Lax Pesticide Laws 

The World Wildlife Fund has pub¬ 
lished a list of 60 pesticides that are 
legal in Canada but banned or restricted 
in other countries. The pesticides have 
been pulled from the market elsewhere 
because they cause cancer and birth 
defects or are excessively toxic to wild¬ 
life. The majority of the list are banned 
in northern European countries such 
as Sweden, Germany and Denmark, 
but some have also been legislated 
against in Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 

Canadian officials in the Pest Man¬ 
agement Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 
defended the availability of most of 
these chemicals in Canada because 
only six of the 60 have been banned in 
the United States. “They’re really a 
better comparison of whether people 
have to be worried or not than Den¬ 
mark or Sri Lanka or Sweden”, said a 
PMRA spokesperson. 

Canada allows the use of about 
500 pesticides, about three times more 
than Finland, Sweden or Denmark. 
About 80% of these were licensed 
prior to 1995 and nearly a third before 
1960. They are now being reviewed in 
a process expected to be completed in 

2006.H 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday, November 12 8 p.m. 

location: Royal Botanical Gardens 
680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington, Ontario 

Antarctic Adventure 

Margaret McFayden 

Here's an event to get you ready for winter. 
Former Board member Marg McFayden 
shares the adventure of a lifetime on an 
unforgettable trip to the only continent not 
colonized by homo sapiens. 

Next Month 

Monday, December 10 8:00 p.m. 

Images of Our Inheritance 

Sidney and Sarah Stewart 


Welcome 

We would like to warmly welcome the fol¬ 
lowing new members of the HNC. 

Bob Crockford 
Dr. David Galbraith 
Brian Henley 
Elizabeth Kilvert 


Discounts for Members 

The following businesses give Club mem¬ 
bers a 10% discount on selected merchan¬ 
dise. Show your HNC membership card. 

• Wild Birds Unlimited, 3350 Fairview St., 
Burlington, 905-634-7700. 

• Chapman Books, 10 Cross Street, 
Dundas, 905-627-5007 

• Camtech Photographic Services 588 
Concession St. Hamilton, 905-389-8545. 

• Tumblehome, 401 Brant St. Burlington, 
905-639-8713. 

• Aurum Lodge, Rocky Mountain House, 
Alberta, www.aurumlodge.com . 403-721- 
2117. 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, November 19 7:30p.m. 

Location: Shaklee Canada 

(see page 69 for directions) 

This is an informal meeting featuring a dis¬ 
cussion of recent bird sightings, an identi¬ 
fication session and a workshop, film or set 
of slides about some aspect of birding. If 
you are a beginning birder, come out to 
learn more about birds. If you are an expe¬ 
rienced birder, come out to share your knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm. 

This month: Bob Stamp on Hamilton'sToll 
Gate Ponds, and Rob Dobos on the Atlas of 
the Breeding Birds of Ontario project. 

Coordinator: George Drought 528-0059 
edroueht&wildernessbound.com 



SUBMISSIONS WANTED 

Articles are needed for the Wood Duck. Let 
us know about the interesting sightings 
you have made. Bring to our attention the 
issues that you believe are important to 
naturalists and our community. 

Please send submissions to: Don McLean, 
68-151 Gateshead Cres., Stoney Creek, 
Ontario L8G 3W1. The phone number is 
(905) 664-8796. You can also e-mail submis¬ 
sions to: don.mclean@hwcn.org. 

Deadline for submissions is generally the 
15th of the month before the issue is dated. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, November 3 
EXPLORING MT. NEMO 
Join Brian Wylie for a hike around Mt. 
Nemo. Not too strenuous, but bring suit¬ 
able footwear. We may examine a few caves 
and in previous years large numbers of red 
efts and frogs have been observed. Bring 
lunch for a picnic at the scenic lookout. 
Meet at parking lot at 2nd Line & Walker’s 
Line north of Hwy 5. Call Brian for details, 
627-4601. 

Sunday, November4 
HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT 

This will be the 28th annual HFBC. It is 
always held on the first Sunday of Novem¬ 
ber and covers the entire Hamilton Study 
Area. If you would like to confirm your area 
or would like to participate, call Bill Lamond 
at(519) 756-9546. 

Saturday, November 17 
LATE FALL MIGRANTS 
This hike will concentrate on migrants along 
the Lake Ontario shore including loons, 
ducks & gulls. Previous years have pro¬ 
duced jaegers, Red-throated Loons and 
eiders. Bring a lunch and a telescope if you 
have one. Meet at VanWagner’s Beach at 
Hutch’s Restaurant at 8 am. Call Rob Dobos 
at 690-7705 for details. 

Wednesday, December 26 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

This annual tradition has always occurred 
on Boxing Day in the Hamilton area. Call 
Mark Jennings at 335-5210 for more infor¬ 
mation about participating in this birding 
ritual. 


Events sponsored by the Hamilton Natu¬ 
ralists' Club are led by volunteers. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for inju¬ 
ries of any kind sustained by anyone 
participating in any of these activities. 
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HNC Board of Directors 
2001-2002 
Executive 


President: 

Brian McHattie 

540-1094 

Past President: 

Glenn Barrett 

525-2142 

Vice-President: 

Brian Wylie 

6274601 

Secretary: 

Joan Hall 

627-1320 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Directors 

Conservation/Education: 

Jen Baker 

524-3339 

EON Rep: 

Ken Hall 

627-1320 

Field Events: 

BillLamond (519)756-9546 

Membership: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Program: 

Tom Crooks 

634-1178 

Publicity: 

Doris Clayton 

318-8474 

Sanctuary: 

Warren Beacham 

627-3343 

Social: 

Elaine Serena 

639-2702 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Don McLean 

664-8796 


Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 

PlantStudy Group Leader: 


Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Brian McHattie 540-1094 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

George Drought 528-0059 

Birding Hotline: 381-0329 





Membership Fees 2000-2001 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

30.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 

Please remit to: The Membership Director, Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5 


HNC Publications 


Hamillon-Wentwortli Natural Areas Inventory 
(2 volumes) $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 
Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-W entworth Free 
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THE WOOD DUCK is. published nine times a year September to May, inclusive, by: 
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
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Stoney Creek, ON L8G 3W1 Rob Dobos, Susan Doka, 
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are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or of the Hamilton 
Naturalists'Club. 
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